Goals outlined by the National Strategy for the Conservation of Native Freshwater Mussels
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· Increase coordination and information exchange among entities that study, manage, harvest, conserve, or recover native freshwater mussels

· Protect and reverse the decline of quality mussel habitat

· Increase fundamental knowledge of basic biology and habitat requirements of mussels so that mangers can more effectively conserve and manage our mussel fauna

· Increase knowledge of the status and trends of native mussel populations so that resource managers and administrators can better determine the species and populations most at risk and which populations could be managed for sustained commercial harvest

· Determine how various perturbations impact mussels and their habitat, and provide managers with the information needed to minimize or eliminate threats and protect quality mussel habitat

· Develop management options to eliminate or reduce the threat of zebra mussels to native mussels

· Enhance public and government agency understanding and support for federal, state, local, tribal, and private programs that protect and enhance natural stream ecosystems for the benefit of freshwater mussels and other aquatic-dependent resources

· Develop, evaluate, and use the technology necessary to propagate and reintroduce juvenile mussels on a large scale

· Develop, evaluate, and use the techniques necessary to hold and translocate large numbers of adult mussels

· Increase available funding levels and develop other means to increase mussel conservation efforts

